able differentiation between early irreversible osteonecrosis and transient lesions in nontraumatic lesions of the femoral condyle having the "bone marrow edema" pattern on MR imaging. 
MATERIALS

MR Imaging Studies
MR imaging of the knee was performed at a median interval of 4 weeks (range, 2-20 weeks) after the onset of symptoms using a 0.5-or 1.5-T super- All lesions had bone marrow edema as a common MR imaging feature in association with several subtle changes in the subchondral bone and marrow; none of these lesions presented the demarcation rim or reactive interface typical of avascular osteonecrosis. and subtle focal epiphyseal contour depression (grade 3 deformity) (arrow). At 12-month follow-up, this lesion had evolved to epiphyseal collapse typical of osteonecrosis. under the curve = .962 ± .055 and .891 ± .098 for the two observers)
False-Positive Fraction
were also valuable to identify early osteonecrosis. 
Pathologic Findings
